Policy Paper #1: Smarter Sentencing and Parole Law Reform Sources

Proposal 1:
- ICOs are an underutilised sentencing option.
- In 2015 in NSW, 74% of offenders who were sentenced to ICOs were in major cities, 19%
in regional towns, and just 0.6% in remote NSW.1
- BOCSAR has found that only 55% of ICO assessments actually result in an ICO being
imposed the most common reason for a negative suitability assessment being alcohol or
other drug dependency.2
- Evidence suggests that intensive supervision coupled with rehabilitative treatment has a
higher impact on reducing the rate of re-offending than imprisonment.3
- Cost of Community-Based Correctional Services per offender- $21.62 per day4
- A bed in a rehabilitation centre is $120 per day5
- Cost per prisoner per day in prison is $2176.
Proposal 2
- In the 12 months to June 2016, almost half (43.4%) of those sentenced to prison in NSW
received a sentence of less than 6 months.7
- In the 12 months to June 2016, approximately two-fifths (37.6%) of persons sentenced
to prison in NSW for less than 6 months were Indigenous.8
- In the 12 months from October 2013, 63% of all people who received a sentence of less
than 6months reoffended within two years.9
- The savings amount to $29.6 million.10
Proposal 3
- Rates of recidivism post-release being 49% (unsupervised) and 44% (supervised).11
- 43% of all people released from custody reoffend within two years.12
- In 2015-2016, only 1.3% of prisoners eligible to work were granted work release.13
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